Children's Book and Media Review
Volume 39 | Issue 8

Article 31

2018

Heartbeat
Karen Abbott

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr
BYU ScholarsArchive Citation
Abbott, Karen (2018) "Heartbeat," Children's Book and Media Review: Vol. 39 : Iss. 8 , Article 31.
Available at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol39/iss8/31

This Book Review is brought to you for free and open access by the All Journals at BYU ScholarsArchive. It has been accepted for inclusion in Children's
Book and Media Review by an authorized editor of BYU ScholarsArchive. For more information, please contact scholarsarchive@byu.edu,
ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu.

Abbott: Heartbeat

Book Review

Heartbeat

Author

Evan Turk

Illustrator
Evan Turk

Reviewer

Karen Abbott

Rating

Excellent

Level

A new baby whale grows within her mother with one heartbeat strong
and sure. She is born, and together the mother and child sing songs in
unison until a whaling vessel surrounds them with harpoons. Tragedy
ensues and an expansive look at the many ways whale products have
advanced mankind is shown in picture after picture. Then a little girl’s
heart begins to beat in tune with the whale’s and the harmony of life
throughout the universe begins to heal and the missing beat begins
anew.
From the beauty of new life to the tragedy of life taken, this book is an
ocean of emotion. The book is beautifully illustrated with text artfully
incorporated into the images so that they blend seamlessly into one
voice, mirroring the message of unity and life. The death of the mother
whale and the images of the harpoons are not bloody but are jarring,
so little ones may need some conversation about the images to
process what is happening. The beauty of the message and how it so
well conveyed make this book a must-read.
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